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264" LTF leads the way in logistics

By Pfc. Christina Carde
11% Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan— Fromfoodto
fuel, maintenanceto MealsReady to Eat, one
task force has supplied and sustained the U.S.
and codlition forces in centra Afghanistan
morethan any other task force deployed here.
Fromalogistica standpoint, the 264" Logisti-
cd Task Forcehasdoneit all.

Made up of active, reserve and National
Guard components, one could call the 264"
LTFa jack of all tradeskind of unit handling
logigtica problemsof every kindwithahighly
diverseand skilled task force of soldiers.

“The advanced party began to arrive on
Sept. 11, 2002 with morethan 250 active duty
personnel making up the task force,” said Lt.
Col. Matt Broaddus, commander, 264" LTF,
Fort Bragg, N.C. “Since then we have rede-
ployed many of our active duty soldiers and
filled their positions with reserve, National
Guard units and (Kellogg) Brown and Root
contractors. Currently there are less than 80

Photo courtesy of the 264" LTF

Pfc. Adrian Gonzalez, 503 Maintenance Company, 264" Logistical Task Force assists in the
repair of a High Mobility Multiwheeled Vehicle engine. The 503 and 372" Maintenance Com-

panies have done morethan 1, 700 direct support jobs since September 2002.

SeeLTF, Page3

New station will improve fire department

By Spc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
11" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — The fire department will soon have a
new home.

Construction onthenew fire station began April 13 andisprojected
to be completed by the end of June.

Thenew gtationwill have six bunk rooms, two offices, aconference
room, showers, storage space and room in the garage for six trucks.

“Thenew firestation will improvethequality of lifefor firefight-
ers. Itincludes semi-private bunkroomsto allow for better sleeping.
Therewill aso betraining room with three computer workstationsto
allow for certificationtraining. Itwill alsoincludelatrinefacilitiesfor
both men and women that allows for showering on duty, which is
essential for the upcoming hot months,” said Air Force Senior Mas-

ter Sgt. Kevin Matlock, fire chief, 455" EOG Fire Department.

“The new gtation will have a fully enclosed vehicle parking area,
whichwill protect thevehiclesfrom heet, dust, wind and the cold during
thewinter. Previoudy, weexperienced vehiclesfreezing during thewin-
ter thuscausing alack of service, whichwill be prevented by thestalls,”
he added.

This new gtation is important for the fire department because they
have been working in temporary places.

“The fire gtation doesn't redlly have a home. They have aways
beenintemporary accommodations, but thiswill givethem apermanent
home. Thiswill betheir fourth location,” said Capt. RalphAdam, project
manager, San Francisco team, 416" Facility Engineer Group. “ They have
been in tents and temporary facilities making do with what they have.”

See FIRE STATION, Page 4
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Laci Peterson

DA wants autopsy results
made public

MODESTO, Calif. — On the heels of
gruesome information |eaked from the au-
topsy report on Laci Peterson’s unborn
child, the prosecutor in the case filed amo-
tion Thursday seeking to unseal the reports
on both the mother and child so that the
mediacan report accurate information.

Stanislaus County District Attorney
James Brazelton said the people of Califor-
nia have the right to correct inaccurate in-
formation, suggesting the mediareportson
the autopsy are not.

“By releasing the autopsy reports, the
court will allow the mediato see what the
actual factsare and then accurate informa-
tion may be reported to mitigate recent ad-
verse publicity,” hismotion read.

Brazelton earlier Thursday released a
statement, saying he“cannot verify the ac-
curacy of any media statements concern-
ing the contents of the autopsy reports
without violating the court’s order.”

Helater decided to file the motion.

“It continues to be the view of the dis-
trict attorney that the evidencein this case
should be presented in court through tes-
timony of witnesses and not selectively
leaked to the news media by unknown per-
sons whom the press will not identify,” he
said.

His motion will be heard June 6 in Su-
perior Court in Modesto.

Iragi missile targeted coalition
HQ during war

CAMP DOHA, Kuwait — The Iraqi
military came within seconds of possibly
wiping out the headquarters of the coali-
tion ground forces with a missile on
March 27, U.S. military officials said.

The missile was intercepted and de-
stroyed by a U.S. Patriot missile shortly
before it could have hit its target.

A CNN crew embedded at ground
forces headquarters witnessed the inci-
dent.

At the time of the incident, the mate-
rial from the crew was embargoed under
an agreement with the U.S. military until
major hostilitiesin Iragq were over.

“This was Saddam’s decapitation
strike,” said CNN national security ana-
lyst Ken Robinson, part of the CNN crew
embedded at ground forces headquarters.

“Had anyone reported this — had we
reported it, or had it gotten out — it
would have enabled them to know that
they had the exact grid coordinate they
needed,” Robinson said.

The al-Samoud missile was launched
toward Camp Doha from an area just
north of Basra.

Ananalysis of the Iragi missile’stra-
jectory by the U.S. Army’s air defense
unit showed it would have landed on or
near the building housing the Coalition
Forces Land Component Command op-
erations center and war room.

The missile was launched during the
middle of the command’s morning battle-
field update, a time when ground forces
commander Lt. Gen. David McKiernan
and other top officers were in the build-
ing.

A U.S. missile battery crew based
across the street from Camp Doha fired
two Patriot missile at the Iragi al-Samoud.
Oneintercepted it.

Most of the debrislanded on the edge
of Camp Doha, but people working in the
building next to the ground forces op-
erations center reported hearing some
debris hit their roof.

Sharon-Abbas meeting de-
scribed as ‘candid,’ ‘beneficial’

JERUSALEM — Israeli officials de-
scribed Thursday’s meeting between I sraeli
PrimeMinister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian
Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas as having
a“good atmosphere,” while Palestiniansde-
scribed it as “serious, candid and benefi-
cid.”

Thetwo leaders met face-to-facefor two
and a half hours late Thursday, discussing
implementation of the U.S.-backed “road
map” to peace ahead of avisit totheregion
next week by President Bush.

While no mgjor breakthroughswere an-
nounced, both sides indicated some
progress was made. Israeli officials de-
scribed the meeting as having a “good at-
mosphere,” while Palestinians described it
as “serious, candid and beneficia.”

The Israeli government announced that
it would take anumber of “ confidence-build-
ing” measures, including releasing morethan
100 Palestinian detainees, reopening bor-
ders between Israel and the occupied terri-
tories, issuing permits for 25,000 Palestin-
ians to work in Israel and releasing some
impounded tax money to the Palestinian
Authority.

Canada SARS cases number 41

CNN — Using anew, broader definition
of a SARS case, Canadian officials Thurs-
day said the number of suspected and prob-
able cases in Ontario’s latest outbreak has
grownfrom 31to41.

The number includes 33 probabl e cases
and eight suspected cases, said Dr. Colin
D’ Cunha, Ontario’s public health commis-
sioner.

The increase is partly due to the adop-
tion by Ontario officialsand Health Canada
of the broader case definition recommended
by the World Health Organi zation and used
by virtually every other country.

Of the 33 probable cases, four people
have died, leaving Canada with 29 active
cases of SARS, Health Canada, the national
health agency, said Thursday. Canada has
seen a total of 29 SARS deaths since the
start of the year.
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activesoldiersdtill here”

Replacing active duty support units with reserve and Na
tiona Guard unitshasmany advantagesaccording to Broaddus.

“The supply and maintenance companiesherethat replaced
our active duty companies out of (Fort) Bragg, are Nationa
Guard units from lowa, Utah and Ohio,” said Broaddus. “For
many of these soldiersthisistheir first deployment.”

Other advantages to having National Guard units in the
task force, istheskill level they bringwith them.

“A lot of our National Guard soldiers are older than our
active-duty troops, and are professionals at what they do” said
Maj. Scott Meier, support operations officer, 264" LTF. “Most
of the mai ntenance company, personnel have never worked on
amilitary vehiclebefore, but because of their skill level they can
takeamost any engineand fix the problem.”

The264" LTF hasaccomplished moreintheir e ght months
here than they ever dreamed possible.

“Currently we are supporting al of the forces in central
Afghanistan with food, water and fuel,” said Broaddus. “We
have stored and issued over 22 million galons of water, 19
million gallonsof fuel and doneover 1,700 direct support main-
tenance jobs.

“We have a0 returned over $24 million worth of vehicle
parts, issued over 386 short tonsof ammunition and distributed
morethan $40 millionworth of food to forcesdl over Afghani-
stan,” Broaddus added.

Other than being the main logistical support unit for thou-
sands of troops, the task force still meetsal requirementsdic-
tated to them by XV 111 Airborne Corps.

“All of our soldiers conduct physicd training five times a
week and complete dl of their tactical training including foot
marches and common task training,” said Broaddus.

Meéer said even though they haveaccomplished great things
and overcome many obstacles, the task force job is not done.

“We are very proud of how far we ve come, but Afghani-
ganisdtill awork in progress,” said Meier. “We've set ahigh
standard for our replacementsto follow and we hope we leave
Bagram with a reputation for providing outstanding logistical
support.”
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Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

1530Z at the MWR Building: “Biker Boyz.”
A mythic motorcycle tale of father and son,
thisisthe story of Manuel Galloway, the presi-
dent of amotorcycle club whose membersare
all African-American men, mostly white-col-
lar workers. Thefocus of thisstory takes place
at an annual drag-racing event in Fresno, as
Manuel triesto retain his championship title.

Tomorrow night at MWR therewill bean
“Old School” night.

Local weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Saturday
Bagram: Thunderstorms Scattered t-storms
H: 82F H: 79F
L:57F L: 55F
Kandahar: Partly cloudy Mostly clear
H: 95F H: 95F
L: 66F L: 64F
Kabul: Thunderstorms Scattered t-storms
H: 82F H: 79F
L:57F L: 52F
Uzbekistan:  Mostly cloudy Sunny
H: 89F H: 90F
L: 56F L: 55F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Revellle takes special meaning at OEF

Story and photo by
Spc. Charles D. Meseke
CJTF-180 PAO

BAGRAM, Afghanistan— Reveillehas
alwaysbeen animportant part of military tra-
dition. From Fort Drum, N.Y., to the front
lines of the War on Terror, honors are given
totheflag asitisraised each morning over a
military compound.

Reveilletook on aspecial meaning at the
Combined Joint Task Force-180 headquar-
ters compound Wednesday morning as an
American flag that was flown at the World
Trade Center Sept. 11, 2001, wasraised over
the headquarters for Operation Enduring
Freedom.

Theflag wastaken out of building num-

ber seven of the World Trade Center by a
police officer as people inside the building

Spc. Angel Acevedo, left, and Sgt. Andreas Adams, military police officerswith the 10" Mountain
Division, raiseaflagthat flew at the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, at the Combined Joint

fled after witnessing thefirst of thetwin tow-
ers collapse.

The police officer and the Nam Knights,
amotorcycle club composed of military vet-
erans and police officers, thought it fitting
to present the flag to a soldier who served
with the 10" Mountain Divisionin Afghani-
stan.

As the 10" Mountain prepares to once

Task Force-180 compound.

on Terror, it seemed fitting for a flag once
nearly destroyed in an act of terrorism, is
flown over the command center in awar to
keep such an act from ever happening
again.

Although the ceremony was performed
just like any other morning at Bagram Air
Base, it had adeep significanceto thosewho

“(Raising thisflag) definitely had a sen-
timental value, just to be apart of it ismore
than an award,” said Spc. Angel Acevedo, a
military police officer withthe 10" Mountain
Division.

The 10" Mountain also plansto fly other
flags over the CJTF-180 compound and give
them to the Nam Knights and the New York

again take control of operationsintheWar  participated.

Photo by S.pc. Debralee P. Crankshaw
The new fire station will have six bunk rooms, two offices, a conference
room, showers, storage space and roomin thegaragefor six trucks.

FIRE STATION, from Page 1

“Thiswill beadramaticimprovement for thefire department. They
will have completefacilitiesjust likearegular firehouse,” headded.

The new location, which isbehind the north hanger, was chosen for
itslocation.

“The land is tight on base so we tried to find the most centered

Port Authority Police.

location available. Thiswasthebest availablelocation with quick access
totheairfield and tents,” said Adam.

Matlock believesthe location will help if emergencies arise on the
arfidd.

“Asfar asthe response time, the new location will not necessarily
improvethishut being right ontherampwill alow for easier accessinthe
event of an emergency,” he said.

Currently thefire department is using the north hanger, but accord-
ing to Matlock it can be put to better use by others.

“The gtation is important because currently we are housed in a
facility that would be better utilized for anaviation unit. Additionaly, the
baseis currently seeking to outsource fire services and part of the con-
tract will beto provide afacility to the contractor,” hesaid.

Matlock feels this is an important step in taking care of
servicemembers.

“As amove toward expansion seems to be taking shape here, it's
important to have a modern fire station to meet the needs of the base
populace — not to mention a facility that is easily recognizable to the
public,” said Matlock. “Most folks don’t even know where to find us
right now and thiswill help removethat obstacle.”



NASCAR stops race after 276 laps
CONCORD, N.C. — Jmmie Johnson madeit o

2-for-2 at Lowe's Motor Speedway, winning the
Coca-Cola600 when NASCAR declared therace
over after 276 laps Sunday night because of rain.

Johnson, who won $1 million last week when
he won The Winston, was leading when heavy
rain soaked the track. The shower was brief, but

Jlmmle Johnson

NASCAR figuredit would takeat least three hours
to dry the track and more rain was expected.

So the sanctioning body shortened the longest race of the year
— stopping it after 414 of the 600 miles— a decision Johnson and
hiscrew initially didn’t believe asword trickled down pit road.

But as the crowd began to boo the decision, the Hendrick
Motorsportsteam knew it was official and began ahesitant celebra-

tion.

“1 am dumbfounded,” Johnson said. “I expected to be doing
doughnuts on the frontstretch to celebrate. But we'll take it this

way.

Saturday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
“MLB: Pittsburgh Pirates @ St.
Louis Cardinals (live) 0000Z
“ESPNews (live) 0300Z
“NASCAR Craftsman Truck
Series: WBNA Armed Forces
Family Truck 200 (tape delayed)
04002

+ SportsCenter (live) 0600Z
“MLB: Oakland A's @ Kansas
City Royals (tape delayed) 0700Z
+ SportsCenter (tape delayed)
10002

++Baseball Tonight (tape delayed)
11002

«Totally NASCAR (tape delayed)
11302

“EXPN 2Day - Global
Championship Review (tape
delayed) 1200Z

+ SportsCenter (tape delayed)
13002

“Wire to Wire (tape delayed)
14002

++Baseball Tonight (tape delayed)
1430Z2

+ SportsCenter (live) 1500Z
«Tennis: 2003 French Open
(live) 16002

“PGA TOUR: Memorial
Tournament: Third Round (live)
19002

Sports on local Armed Forces Network TV

Sunday’s schedule (AFN Sports)
*NBA Playoffs - Western
Conference Finals Gm 7 If Nec.:
Dallas Mavericks @ San Antonio
Spurs or WNBA: Mystics @
Fever (live) 0030Z

“MLS: Chicago Fire @ San Jose
Earthquakes or NBA Playoffs -
Western Conference Finals Gm 7
If Nec.: Dallas Mavericks @ San
Antonio Spurs (tape delayed)
01002

+ESPNews * If NBA Playoffs -
WCF Gm 7: Mavericks @ Spurs
Is Necesssary or SportsCenter
(live) 03302

+«+Baseball Tonight (live) 04002
“NBA 2Night (live) 0430Z
+Beyond the Glory (tape
delayed) 0500Z

+ SportsCenter (live) 0600Z
+AFL Divisional Playoffs:
Detroit Fury @ Tampa Bay
Storm (tape delayed) 07002
#2003 NHL Stanley Cup Finals
Gm 3: New Jersey Devils @
Mighty Ducks of Anaheim (tape
delayed) 1100Z

+Baseball Tonight (tape
delayed) 1400Z

“MLB: Boston Red Sox @
Toronto Blue Jays (live) 1700Z
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(Compiled from ESPN.com)

Winston Cup pointsleader Matt K enseth finished second, Bobby
Labonte was third and was followed by Jmmy Spencer, polesitter
Ryan Newman, Michael Waltrip and Sterling Marlin.

Jeff Gordon, Dale Jarrett and Ward Burton rounded out the Top
10.

Filter could reduce levels by 75 percent

CONCORD, N.C. — NASCAR approved a carbon monoxide
filter Friday to allow driversto breathe easier during racesthat can
last as long as five hours.

NASCAR's research has shown that the device, called a cata-
lyst, can reduce carbon monoxide by up to 75 percent inside the car.

“Theexperts concluded that the level s of carbon monoxidewere
not at an alarming level,” said Gary Nelson, NASCAR’s managing
director of research and development. “But we wanted to ensure
our drivers the best possible environment to competein.”

The device, which will be optional, has been one of the top
projects at NASCAR's research and development center. It costs
around $400 to build and can beinstalled in acar in about two hours.

NASCAR hasidentified one manufacturer for the catalyst andis
looking at other designs to be used in the driver’s ventilation sys-
tem.

Winston Cup champion Tony Stewart used one of the devices
last month at Martinsville, Va., and other teamstried them at Califor-
niaand Richmond. Sunday’srace, the Coca-Cola600, isthelongest
race of the season.

The catalyst sits on the floor in the car next to the driver and
sends clean air to the driver’s helmet. It's the same theory as cata-
lytic converters used in street cars to diminish pollutants in the
exhaust, “but thisis alow-temperature catalyst.”

NASCAR has been working since last fall on systemsto filter
theair adriver breathes during arace, aproject that drew increased
focus after Rick Mast announced in January he was retiring be-
cause years of exposure to toxic fumes had given him acute and
chronic carbon monoxide poisoning.

The effects of carbon monoxide are cumulative, building in a
driver’'s body each time he or she is exposed to it. Since last year,
some drivers have been undergoing heavy oxygen treatments after
races to decrease the effects of breathing carbon monoxide.

“We helped educate teams on preparing a vehicle in afashion
that would minimize any type of leaksinvolving carbon monoxide,”
Nelson said. “Finally, we had to locate the right component that
effectively lowersthe percentage of carbon monoxide that may en-
ter the vehicle.”

Meanwhile, NASCAR isalso closeto approving adesign onan
escape hatch that could be installed in the roof of the carsto give

See SPORTS, Page6
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driversanother exit route. They areideal for larger driverswho
struggle to squeeze through the window, and can also aid emer-
gency crews in getting drivers out after accidents.

CITGO gave Jeff Burton’sNo. 99 racecar a new paint schemeand put the
Bassmaster Classiclogo on the hood.

CITGO’s No. 99 race car gets a

‘Classic’ facelift

MONTGOMERY,Ala. — CITGOrevededitslatest editionto
the NASCAR Winston Cup Series today - the No. 99 CITGO
Bassmaster Classic Taurus.

The car, driven by Roush Racing standout Jeff Burton, was un-
velled at the site of thisweekend' s season-ending CI TGO Bassmaster
Tournament Trail event on the Alabama River in Montgomery -
which isthe home of BASS. Burton is scheduled to wield his new
colorsduring the July 20 New England 300 NASCAR Winston Cup
Seriesrace at New Hampshire International Speedway in Loudon.

“Wearethrilled about the opportunity to capitalize on the power
of CITGO's NASCAR program to promote the upcoming CITGO
Bassmaster Classic,” said Lance Peck, Manager, Outdoor Sports
Marketing for CITGO. “There is a definite demographic overlap
between the fans of stock car racing and bassfishing— sothisisa
great opportunity to inform millions of NASCAR fans about the
most prestigiousand lucrative fishing event intheworld. The Clas-
sicistheprofessional angler’s OEDaytona500'."

Thisyear’'sCITGO Bassmaster Classic will be contested on the
LouisianaRiver Deltajust outside New OrleansonAug. 1-3. Texas
resident Jay Yelasdominated the 2002 Classic by leading in all three
days of competition to earn acool $203,000 for hisefforts.

“Theinclusion of the CITGO Bassmaster Classic paint scheme
shows the increased attention that is being paid to the sport of
professional bassfishing,” said Dean Kessel, BASS Vice President
and General Manager. “We are excited about this opportunity to
continue to expose the sport to new audiences and take advantage
of the similar demographics of our fans and motorsports fans.”

State wants all-star race to stay put
CONCORD, N.C. — Gov. Mike Easley declared May
“Motorsports Month in North Carolina” on Thursday, another gim-

mick in the state’'s campaign to keep NASCAR from moving its
annual all-star race.

The Winston has been held at Lowe's Motor Speedway 16
straight years, and all but oncein event history. But NASCAR has
been toying with the idea of rotating the non-points race to other
venues.

So city and business|eaders|aunched a $650,000 campaign this
spring aimed at convincing NASCAR the event should stay where
itis.

Easley has been active at the track the past week: He crashed
one of Jimmie Johnson’srace carslast Friday while turning lapsfor
charity, and he'll be back to drive some more laps before Saturday
night’s race.

“Racing is part of our heritage, culture and community,” said
Easley, who al so commissioned a statewide study to determine how
much money racing bringsinto North Carolina. “ That’swhy thisis
motorsports month, to recognize our state as the motorsports capi-
tal of theworld.”

Easley said taking NASCAR out of North Carolina“would be
like taking the Kentucky Derby out of Kentucky.”

The Charlotte area has long been considered the unofficial hub
of NASCAR. Although the sanctioning body isgoverned in Daytona
Beach, Fla., more than 90 percent of the teams work out of North
Carolina shops and most of the driverslivein the area.

“North Carolinatruly isNASCAR country, that’swhy | moved
here from Indianain 1990,” four-time Winston Cup champion Jeff
Gordon said. “I knew thisis where you have to be if you want to
makeit in NASCAR becausethisisthe heart of it.”

But NASCAR has spent the past two seasons considering mov-
ing the race to other tracks to create atrue all-star atmosphere.

Lowe's got a short reprieve last season when series sponsor
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. gavethetrack aone-year contract exten-
sion. That gave officials enough time to work on their campaign to
keep theracein Charlotte.

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

Laugh Support

By Kevin Kilgore
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Jacket Up
crossword

(Courtesy of QUIZLAND.com)

Across

1.“You__ forit!”

6. Peopleto hang with

10. Gulpfromaflask

14. Giveup, asaright

15. Nobelist Wiesdl

16. Outfielder’scall
17.“1t's__theGame”

18. Oscar winner Kedrova
19. Algerian port

20. Cdiforniagamefish
22. Smdlvillefamily name
23.Itar-__ (newsagency)
24. Stagewhispers
26.Lavnsign

30. Black, to bards

31. Rebuketo Brutus

32. Popular auctionsite
35. Leering sort

39. Slaughter in baseball
40. Big band horns

42. Explorer Vascoda__
43. Suit part

45. Fly swatter material
46. Knot or watt

47. Screenvamp Theda
49, Elaborately decorated
51. Say nay to

54. Brand of mower

56. Publican’sstock

57. Football on TV, say
63. Prefix meaning “ many”
64. James__ Carter

65. ComicFields

66. Twiddling one' sthumbs
67.“There'smore...”

68. Overact

69. Burndightly

70. Former ring champ Spinks
71. Japanese noodles

Down

1.“Begone!”

2. Shopper’slure
3.“__theump!”

4. Up to no good

5. Stand for

6. Trapper’shaul

7.Nameon a“wanted” poster,
maybe

8. Carontitlerole

9. Aquanaut’sworkplace

10. Pieceof indisputable evidence
11. Jittery from caffeine

12. Lacking sense

13. Restroomsign

21. Slogsaong the surf
25.U.S./Canada’'s __ Canals
26. Trickleout

27. Sicilian spewer

28. School founded by Henry V1
29. Household picker-upper

30. Storm centers

33. TheCrimson Tide, familiarly
34. Firefighter’sneed

36. Turner or Cantrell

37. Send out

38. Givestarsto

41. Electrica problem

44. Airlineto Stockholm

48. Closeagain

50. Baseball yearbook listing
51.“AnalyzeThis’ director Harold
52. Artfully dodge

53. Guy, informaly

54. Bit of statuary

55. Syntheticfiber

58. Far from ruddy

59. Deep sleep

60. Proton’splace

61. Construction area

62. Many anew driver

Solutions will be posted in Saturday’s Freedom Watch




